
  

Friday 3rd February 2023 

In phonics this week the children have learnt a new trigraph: 

air (chair in the air).  The children know a trigraph is ‘three 

letters, one sound.’  The children have also learnt ‘er’ (a 

bigger digger) which is a digraph, ‘two letters, one sound.’  

We have been focusing on double letters this week too (dd, 

mm, tt, bb, rr, gg, pp, ff) and how we quite often find double 

letters in the middle of longer words and know these as 

digraphs too.  The children have been reviewing previous 

Tricky Words taught and learning the following new Tricky 

Words this week: are, sure and pure. I will send copies home so you can practise 

these new ones.   

Tricky Words do not follow the normal phonic patterns so children need to learn to 

recognise the word and read them on sight.  In our lessons we discuss what the 

tricky part of each word is, for example, in the word ‘my’ the ‘y’ is the tricky part 

because in this word it doesn’t make the regular ‘y’ sound, it makes an ‘I’ sound.  

Ask your child what the tricky part is and see if they can tell you.  You can play 

different games to support the children reading these words.  You may like to have 

the words face down on the table/floor, ask the child to turn a word over, can they 

read it and say a sentence with that word in it?  They could get a point for each 

word they read correctly.  You could write numbers on the back of the word card 

(1-6) and then roll a dice and then ask the child to pick a word with that number 

on and read it and place that word in a sentence.  Or use any other fun way to 

practise reading these words.  

Some of the words may be a little challenging for some children and you may like to 

go back to focusing on a few words at a time, rather than all previous Tricky Words 

in one go.  The words could be grouped like this: 

Group 1 – I, as, and, no, go, is 

Group 2 - we, be, he, me, of, she 

Group 3 – was, you, my, by, are 

Group 4 – put, sure, pure, all, they, push, pull 

In our maths sessions this week we have been finding one less than a number (1-

10) using ten frames as an aid.  The children have also been looking at addition or 

combining two sets by using pictorial representations as an aid.  The children find 

how many altogether by counting how many in each set.  We have continued to 



review and consolidate our knowledge of numbers 1-6 by asking the children to 

recognise an arrangement of dots, the same as you would find on a dice, then 

showing that many using their fingers.  The children are beginning to be able to do 

this quickly without needing to count the dots. 

The children enjoyed a warmer Woodland Learning session this week!  They had 

great fun playing dead ants and they loved all the usual Woodland Learning 

activities.  I have added some photos below for you.   

As part of our topic about Chinese New Year the children have been learning about 

the Story of the Zodiac this week and discovered how each year was named after a 

different animal.  The children learnt about ordinal numbers by ordering where the 

animals came in the race (1st, 2nd, 3rd etc).  We had great fun taking on the different 

roles and performing the story in groups.  We have some terrific actors!    

Just a reminder that on Friday 10th February we are going to be having our 

Chinese New Year’s Day Celebration to celebrate the end of our Chinese New Year 

topic and to celebrate being in the year of the rabbit.  Sorry we had to change the 

date, the children can dress up on the day as previously mentioned in the CNY Day 

letter.  Please could the £1.50 donations be sent in by Wednesday 8th February? 

Many thanks. 

Please let me know if you would be interested in looking after the chickens over the 

half term break.  We keep the chickens in the coop during the holidays as we 

cannot risk leaving them out when we are not there as there may be foxes about.  

They will just need to be fed each day, their water changed daily and cleaned out at 

least once in the week.  Let me know which dates you would be interested in and 

leave a contact number in the contact book please.  Thank you for your support 

with this.   

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Miss Dale 
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